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Tol His Highneſſle OLIVER 


Lord "Wh..." of the Common. 
wealth of Enzelard, Scotland, Ireland, 
and the Dominions of the {aine. 


_ It "3 your Highneſle, 

* al 4eſe poor leaves, as Beggers in thei; 
& guiſe and tone, creep from ther Author 
XX into the ſhade and ſhelcer of your great 
Name; the renown of your goodnelle, as well as 

your preatneſs, timboldening mee and them to (uch 
an Arabition; they are the concoryments of God 
and Religion, tn thoſe (onntries that lay a bri- 
tiſh claty unto you, and for none more proper than 
his Champion, and their ſo great triend;and e- 
{pecially were it ſo as 1s moſt true, you are in a kind 
«Parent unto theſe poor thonghts (though they were 
ſome faint abortive conceptions formerly) your 
own moſt excellent and pious conſiderations on the 
faſt, 24, March 1654. Gare them thu birth 
and vitall motion they now have; aid if nothing 
more worth, yet that the World may ſee what effect 
and frait your Pietie can produce, [o much time 
over, and when leaſt thought of. They pretend no 
bighe Inſpiration than the glcanings of Jome 


harmleſs reading; and happily Truth, which is 
| fad to ly. i 15» akAirs, an 1y ho Jowrtircs more diſ- 
2 cernable 


The Epiſtle Deaiatny, 
cernable among the ſhades of Woods . and 

Mountains, than inthe Preſs and Throng of 
the World. Great Sir, theſe mean Papers tend to 

the Diſcovery of the Evill; of Fxtreams #1 my 

Conntrte, that marrs our happineſs, and would be 

2 means of gaining that Healing Spirit of Love 

and Peace 30% hold forth. Though 1 am no Pro- 

phet, zct 7 Jare boldly affirm, that the unhappy 

ſpinr of Diſſention is at bu laſt tug, and will 
ſhortly be quite ejected, and that ſuch a ſpirit as 
befell Joſeph and his Brethren, # with his face 
toward us, and then not only England , but 
great Brittain, forever happy, for ever glo- 
rious. 

And no queſtion but that God Almighty, who 
hath bitherto ſo ſignally 6wned you by ſo many- 
fold and ſtupendous demonſtrations of his 
Providence (your very enemies ſo confeſſng ) 
will dowbtleſſe fill reſerrve you for this other part 
of hu great Deſign amongſt 15, to hts own great 
Glory, and his ( "hurch's Advancement i in all the 
World; which ſhall bee the real and conſtant Pray- 
er of 

| Your Highneſs meanecſt and 


humbleſt of Servants, 
Jon r K W1S. 


All 


try of Wales, 1 thought my (elf alſo a little concerned to brin 


AN 
INTRODUCTION, 


WITH 
Some modeſt advertiſements touch- 


ing the Author; and a brict view of 
the progrels hitherto in the affairs of 
Religion and the Golpel in 
VVALES. 


Good Readers, 

25S Shall humbly beg from all of you, that the 
unworthineſle of the Author may not prejudice 
any tru:hs that here may offcr themſelves un- 
to you, Many proteſſing themſelves to be Pa- 
triarks and Maſters of Religion in my Coun- 


in my poor mite in the way I was molt capable of; and with 


my Hand, as they with their Tongne, to further to bleſled a 
work, I may truly (ay, that I have had ever a genius to the 
affairs of Religion, and this thirty years known ſomething 
from it, and have had [ome blelſed experiences of Gods dea- 
lings in my own foul, and have been ſomething verled in 
Men, and Books of leverall ſorts, though bur a {lcnder pro- 
ficienty ard not read only one fide (as they ſay) of the leaf, 
and thoſe that run in one (itajn of Opinion, which indecd 
meerly begers it ffeneſle, and obliinacy, aud an aprnefle., ro 


jang- 


[ F vangelizo 


mayu & (crip- 
tione,Raynold, 
in prztar. 


The Puilia* ®W4 
ment explai» = 
ned toMgles, 
1646, \\/ 


_ Hthe Ro? paga WET - Fin WAles, all 
© Which together 1 hope will warrant mee to offer my poor 
jy A unto — World, irhadaffair of ſo much conſequence 


| br $ hwy 'rodfle, bo qounrin ffiC daiſy ſhut Farr to 


| | crolſe any in the wayes and Principles they have layed, but 


meerly, to ſhew the didtaces of any, ement and 
Conſcience id x'buſinefſe of ſo much Gin 6 Ge, and the 


' coodegf 
| It hath been w prayer thac ic ſhoold veaffenc=co none; 
and the Judjciouſly godly 1 doubt.not willdiſeeam ſo,and thac 
it is my bebe that hath, moſt guided my hand throughout, 
That ſome well meaning men will' dart their miſpriſions 
| and cenſures at it, ismy expectation; bur I ſhall pity and.pray 
| for them; but dare undertake, if they will bee Plealed to read 
| and underfilind without prejudice” C which I confefle: a hard 
| X tavk) 'thicy "may. at laft konne mee: thanks, and- figd hettio. 
| 


ſopvthing to _ cheir wdgement?, ro grow! Fe) 
Neto, Taller, Fe ie mire fra pratticgh, nd 


laris; * 
1 2 wee Fore Jerk bee underflond; that it is meerly calcula» 
14,5513 tell: Ecves for the Bbrizonof mine own Cptrary,ng 
Is. gy the ins of CR andhot to 0thets mY | vtb S340 
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- The: aclyaheement - of Religion, and the Gaſpel, isfuchy 
work, that God 2nd his Angel/s, and all | mon 
eyes in-ſpeciall manner behbolding it, and How: wwefully ; ther? 
ſhould all fuch/as have to do with it Rand'affefled? 12nd my 
hragr (pts mee, there ſhould be yer more init; had whay is 
hichercs . done and ſeen, I am affured rhe Commiſioners and 
Miniftess hitherco xnployped in it (for allche Cahnnnies a« 
gainſt them) wanted noz much zeal and reall good intentions 
rherging they-put our moſt of the old Mmifters, andfor ou 
of them I know,moſt of them welldeſecviog it, but the deteR 
and complaint is, that their vacant places are not yer ſufficient- 
lyſapplyed, and choſe that are come into their places, are 
ſuch, that make it their whek work and buſineſſe, moſt of all, 
only to" preach» (not. but that 1 accoum "Goſpel Orthodox” 
preachinya ' holy and necefiaty ordinance, and we- ſhould:all' 
blef{sGod for it )but that many could wiſh and defire with it Conandi ef 
{me other parts and duties of Religion, and forne more Pro- inter Chri- 
viſions for the frequent and reverent uſe and comfort'ofthe ftianos, we 
Sacraments, and 'ocher ufuall..adminiftrations;” for without pybice relis 
queſtion, Thumbiy contrive, they are furitions that ate pro= gion facies 
per and perrinentto'the Miniſters, and they are the means to exiſt ar, Cal, 
maintain the face and vifibilitie of Religion (if nor ſome ſenſe 1nffir. /i6, 4; 
and reverence of God a the common people) indeed Re- cp, 29, 

gion, -or divine-worſhip in a arper ſenſs, al the Gofpell, i) 1. 

| . they ſhould ever be ported) ute nor altove- 
ther the' very ſam #hirgs (as I (hall clearly (hew in a more 
proper place) and" the nor right diſtinguiſhing of them,doth 
cauſe amongſt us .ſome- miſtakes, if nor inconvenience; hence 
the people now | ge mucter and ſay, thit when 
cuſtomarily afſemble, they come{av ingeed dnt ofa Princi 
of nacure”) re ſerveand worſhip God, and nor” rrſeerly co hent 
_— inſtructed. Now as rhyme vte” ſad 
to bee converted amongſtus by late® preaching (my charity 
pa bor iy An 09,7 by Boon forir) 
yer ortit1s'in oppoſition to them complain';char rriore 
thouſandvfor want of preaching, ot any other bl theves 
of-R ad. the - diſtance wd -ſcareitie ov Mitnttery 
leaſt ſuch as they will attend to) arereadyto make —_— 
u 3 a 
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26d fall away to Poperie, if not #trer prophanenc ſes and neg 
he, EISING all Religion, whercin no doube Gods- 
Glory will ſuffer, lictle lefſe than iris advanced inthe other. 
And I bumbly conceive this is an impartiall view of the. 
grels hicherro inthe work of Religion, and the: | 
tion of the Goſpel a us, for the help and furtherance 

whereof | (hall furtber offer ucco you what followech. 


Th. binderances of the ſucceſſe of Religion, and:the Goſpel; 
ſe 


diſcovered, 


conceive it will bee moſt available tothe defign, co diſco- 

yer, firft what Lets and Obſtrattions lye moſt in the 
way, and after to propound the Remedies and means to pro-- 

mote itz Cenainly-our Lers and hinderances of facceſle, pro- 

ceed from ſome miſtakes and diffentions amongſt us; and I 

have ofcen muſed- ſeriouſly, whereia this ſpiric of error and 

diſcord doth lye;and in my poor judgement it chiefly lurks in 

1 Jim, 2, 6, 407 merds; and-l have thanghe it 4$-n0 marvell rhe Apolile 
5. - hath ſo often and emphatically warned us to beware of them, 
charging before the Lord that they ffrive not about words; 

64adu010v 3;acts 20d indeed if wee look upwards through the whole ages of 
6510, the Church; wee (hall find they have been ever unhappy and 
Ariaziſm, fatall toic; one word,,or-ratber ſylkble-or lecter; remand 
ruined the antient glorious Church of the Baſt, and Mr, Cal- 

vin bemoaningthe {ame unhappinefſeof Words in his cime, 

as when ſont nor content, with words,. the/primitive Church 

Infit. lib,x, 23 neceſlicared-to make uſe of, but would have words out 
cl 3 Set rP of Scripture with more -1nconveniance ,. they did, ſaies hee, 
: : ob nada ,Dorul as. d;gladinreg ſv brabble and about 
words, that-verit a4 alterodnde amittithr, of Cherit as odio» 

ſe rixanda bſſolvitnr, Truth, Love and Charity, was loſt 

«nd gone, And. ic pleaſe» God wee had not cauſe co make ic 

our own complain; intheſe (dayes; 1 verily tbiok there hath not- 

beeg an age morg guilty of this yenity and;Muahappineſle than 

wee, are, |] liſt not hearto offer you a lift of the words wee: 

contend and differ about, i beleeye there is (carſe a word that 

belongs to the Body of KeVigion, mhethes choſe fram_ Scrip- 

oe ge 0 gore, 


_. | 
ture, or uſed iv Divinitie, and the Church, that hath bees 
lefe relled with by ſome or oth; and I pray God the 
word Scyiptute it ſelf, CN and the anciemt Greek, 
names, and Titles of the as Geneſis, Exodns, &c, 

be left quietly alone; nay, many words of the La y 
but of civil uſe, -. gain-ſaid Cuch a turbulenc Villains this 
ſpiric of Error and Diſſemiian) the Remedy whereof+ ( with 
all humble ſubmiſſion to the gadly wiſe) and eſpecially ſafeſt 
for Religion, were to reft and ſtand codtem with words, as lus 
#ſe and cufteme hath delivered them unts us, for they have 
been ever held ro be the fole Afaſteys of Words, and to give / rſs 
the Law and famp unto them; and it is worth taking notice» + # ce. _ 
of, chat many times words of 2n4 harmleſle (ignificacion, =Y _ 
through Ignorance and prejudice, b:come in time to be taken, 700% 2207s 
in che worle ſenſe; which did we underſtand, and not behold 
them throughthe falſe glaſs of prejudice, cl: arly in their firſt 
innocent inltitucions, and righe meaning; a wiſe man would 
but laugh at the variances about them, though ſome of ther 
paſſing through the revolutions of corrupt ages, may carry 
ſome cauſe of offence with them, yet (oro firive for them, e- 
yen toſo mnch trouble and loſs of Charitie, I conceive is n- 
Remeedie worſe than the diſeaſe, and many can make thar 
wiſe uſe of them, as to bear with them as ſame petty monu-= 
ments of the Truth, and Antiquity of Chriftian Religion, &c. 

And I conceive it would bee a labour well beſtowed, tor ſome 
” able hand,toopen and explicate all ſuch words in Religion, 
as the Vu'gat take offence at, that every body might nor 

call this and-that ſ»perſtjtion and Amtichriſtian, without more 
grouod than his own weak fancie;- and doubcle(s it would be 

a courſe, rhat would much conduce' to ſettlemens judge» 

| ments, and allay their differences, and a means to avoid. that 
other miſchief, and cauſe of variances, our proneneſſe co bee 
falling and reeling from one extream to another, as our care to 
ſhunne ſwperſt1ien;, wee lip ſometimes into a worſe angle, 
2od widerfrom Religion,which is Prophaneneſſe; both which 
words | ſhall (omewhag open anon; in the mean time I could 
heatcily beg ir from che able Miniſters, to make it more theic, 
work, chan bitherro I have ſeen, 'toopenand unfold unto the, 

* B 3 people " . 
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people thoſe main and Cardivel words of Religion, as rhac 
woſt g loriows and awtfull name Gody oh that wee could con- 


Mirabils ite der what wee ſpeak when wee name it! the Word of God, 


animu uſq; 


the Spirit, Heaven, Hell, and all other Principall and funda» 


ad horrorem mencall words of Religion,every which word «y and « not, 


ſtupendny, 


much more than what every one thinks that have them fre- 


Auguſt, in quent in their mouths; this 1 ſay I could heartily. commend 


confeſ, 


And the 
old Mini- 
flers with 
#s , kmw 
it home in 


this ſenſe, 


unto the Orthodox good Minilters; which people being lokd- 
ly ioftruted and grounded in, would doubtleſs more kindly 
and bappily bring on the work iof grace in them; when: th 
other ſpeculations which I ſee wichout this ground-work, 
doe but ſwell and diftemper the fancie, and thence — 
opinions -and imaginations of many poor well-meaning 
ia theſe dayes, "EMT 

Thus farre of words in generall, as they-fomenc our: Error 
and difſentions; 1 wilt now offer as for our preſent deſign, to 
open ſome uſuall words, which being not throughly under- 
Rood by all, do minifter much matter of miſtakes and 
contention about them, as alſo ſome - brief | obſeryarions 
upon them, but' till with" ſubmiſſion to the Jadiciouſly 


godly, 
The Word Propagation explicated, 


He word Propapation properly (as every School-boy 
knows) fignifieth the curting down of an old Vine, and 
planting young ones in their Read; bur in the ſenſe of Reli« 
gion, it hathreyer very properly been uſed, as much as to ex» 
tend and inlarge, and in that figuification wee take it, Ir being 
(0, let us grant the word's twofold ſenſe (as it hath been uſed, 
and is-in order to Religion) the firſt wee may call the anciene 
Propagation, as in the primitive times, people from Infidells 
and Pagins were converted"to acknowledge and beleeve 
Co &c,' And as multitudes NE Genes 
leeve, this was called the Propagation | now 

in this ſenſe, ſome ameng us mutter at'the 4vord 43's diſpa» 
ragement to our County, who from our Anceſtors, 'the | Brin 
tains have received the” Title: of Chriſtianity, with fome on 
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the firſt of the” World, as (5, HO and Antiquity dorh 
t; nd alſo to- the honour of ouy Nation, "wee malt eonfeſy 

E his mirey of God ro us, char ſince chav beſt AF ones 

of the worſt Rinps ever did, Hemry the eighth, our incorpo- 

rationinto Eg land, wee are much improved in all pointy of 

erviſitic, and Region, farre above what our Anceſtors were; 

now belides this, we may allo call 1611n a More mo- 

dern ſenſe, as when thoſe that go under the general] name of 

Chriſtians ,and yer are diffolne, mnd nachriftian, and unholy in 

their lives, and brought by means of the Goſpel!, and'conver- 

red, into a better ſtate of vertuous and holy Chriſtian living, 

and fear of God, and in this ſenſe wee may well admir of Pro- 

pagation, and heartily wiſh it amoryſt us, and all the World; 

for it is a ſad obſervation, that a great Author makes, thar 

Chriſtiafis in char generall term and in-grofs, are'thought to 

be rhe impureſt part of all mankind; tis able to ſhame us Dr. Hamond. 

erernally, to hear how the Turks and Maf\omertans do-excerd i» prattica {1 

us in our lives, with whom Drwnkeweſſe is puniſhed\with Catechiſm. 

death, in ſo muchiit is-thonghr, that becauſe oftheir reverence 

in their Moſthes (or Churches) their many works of dew 

vorion, Pietic, and Chavitie, their Juſtice, Temperance, 

and other morall verrwes, to bee maimcanſes of the growth Mr. Roſs on 

of Mahometaniſns, and' on the contrarie,- our irreverentt the Alcorar, 

axd'negletÞ of Rebigion,and looſe liver, to be the main hinde= 

raxce of Chriftianity;who'but that will feriouſly confider 

this, and not ſay, welcome Pfopagation , or Propurgation, 

ot ſornerhing among us; or: whateverto reform and amead us. 


TheWirdy Religion and Goſpel opened, &'c, * 


v partly clearing wttarwee'mean by Propagation, che 

V word Religion a6d Goſpeffcome opportunelyin; 1 for- 

merly hinted, they are not altogether che ſame; for as man- 

Kind, wee have all a common j in Religion, but as Chri- 
ſians and beleeyers in Chiift' wee-belong"tothe Golpell; by 

the meer idft14t and impulfion bfnatuee, all' men are prone to 

acknowledge andatore the- Divine Power (or God) and this, 
and all that pertains to the reyerent performance of this; is pro= 
| perly 


. F l £ 


paehyartpd Ces Dako z how it is aid, chat 


Lepitimum 
cnltum de fi- 
wit Wt genms 
bhumanym 
ſnb #bſequio 
FOlingat, 
Cal, Inſt it, 
lib, 1,04, 
12, 


of ouc late endeayours were wholly to promote the Goſ- 

and preaching it, and that only the beleevers and Ele&t 

in Chriſt are the bener for; Now upon a reckoning, | pre« 
ſume hardly the moyetie, or half che people in Wales would 
be granted co belong unto Chriſt and Salvation, but admit 
the number more or fewer; now the Goſpell and preaching 


ic, being only that which takes up our thoughts and care, 


would know what proviſion ſhould there bey for that aumber 
that belongs not to Chriſt; I am confident none is ſo uncharie 
table as to (ay, ler them ſhift as they may, therefore if nor for 
their ſouls beboof and benefit, yet for the honoxr and glory 
of God as meer Creatures, there ought to bee ſomething 
whereby they might teſtifie their duty and Homage to their 
Creator, which the very dumb Creatures do intheir kind, the 
Stork in the Heavens knowtth her appormted times, and the 
Turtle, andthe Crane, and the Swallow hnoweth the time 
of her comming; and were there not this neceffitic from na- 
cure in reſpeQ of God, there is another neceſſity from the te- 
es RE omen Comerce and ſocietie, ay. Ge won 
ace and ſenſe of Religion among men, they grow la- 
Yage, and make no ci of their Oaths and Promiſes ig 
their aCtions and dealings, which Inced not further to exem- 
plifie unto the Judicious, therefore along and together with 
the preaching of the Goſpel|, well were it that fome reve- 
rence & decorums of Religion were thought good to be main- 
tained,for the containing of all men in the aw 8nd apprehenſion 
of God, and the maintaining of civill honefty in their ations 
and dealings; And it much avail to this, to have the 
Adminiſtrations more duely and frequently performed, and 
not to ſufferſuch contempt to the places of divine worſhip, to 
which ſcarſe willbe granted their very names» which uſe, ard 
che language hath given them, and ſuffered (notwithſtanding 
late good proviſions for them _) to decay and ruine, without 
ſome coutle be timely taken; 1 know ot, bow many may be. 
converted by preaching bur ſure I am, too many are. Jike to. 
ow utterly heathenilf1, and void of all Religion ſor the rea* 
ows aforementioned, w | The 
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» The word AL explicated. 
FT" He next word inorder is Preaching (the Goſpell is 
' A coincident with this } but ſo much miſtakes and abuſe 
there is concerning ir, char the ſpiric of d:ſſearion ſeerasco bee 
ſo wreathed about ir, that I dread to atrempr the medhog 
with it; bur if the good Reader will bee cH-aritable, and think 
mee non-either, chat is 4ga!nft or above,” this "or any holy 


ordinance, 1 will give my poor Judgement, and where | fail, 


I beſcech the pardon of the God.y, and that ftil-hee mind, 
that che deſign of my penis in this, and the whole, for Mode» 
ration, and agairlt the evils of extreams; I will not croubie 
you with the (everall meanings of the word Preaching in the 
Scripture, and the Ages of the Church; but ſurely that which 
is meant by it in the pure primitive Goſpel ſenſe is the A- 
poſtles ( 2s Heraald;)proclaiming and making known to the 
World, that great Myſtery hid fromall former Apes, that 
Feſws Chrift the Son of God was incarnat and born of 4 
bleſſed Virgin, &'c. to bee Saviour of the World, and the 
publiſhing of this, and the other heavenly DoEtrin of Chriſt, 
as the reſwryett ion,ard the fundamentalls of Faith, is, I bum- 
bly conceive to be,che preaching meant in the Scripture ſenſe, 
and to know and beleeve this, there is an abſolute —_— 
to Salvation; now the miltake is, that thoſe Texts and pla- 
ces of Scripture that mention the preaching in the foremen= 
tioned ſenſe , and the neceſ:ty and efficacy of it, is fome- 
times wrelted too violently to the neceſſity of ordinary preach» 
ing, and Sermons,wh'ch certainly cannot be of that abſolute 
neceſſi:y as the former, becauſe wee are by courle of Ages 
born where © hriſt 1s owned and beleeved in the former ſenle, 
and have ſundry helps, by Edxcation, Conference, M:dita* 


* tion, andgood Books, to improve that knowledge; Buc { con= 
\ eeive the preaching in our latter ſenſe, and ule, to bee of yery 


-ſpeciall conveniencie and neceſfitie for us, and our improve= 


© ment in che knowledge and wayes of God, fo it bee right, 


Goſpel, and Orthedox preaching, and beyond all other pri- 
yace helps and means ; when'it is a publick Ordinance (be- 


- 'cauſe-no doubr) of a more ſpecial bleſſing along with it; but 
* tf (ome fay that the Devil and evil ſpirits may be (aid in ſome 
| CG kind 


ObjeRion, 


i 
iQ _ 
Kindto beleeve in the faſt .\ pw perhaps they do as to 
their incelleAtuals, and hifforically, bur' ſo, as to-their ſorrow 
and horror: but mankind beleeves at leaſt to ſome glympſes of 
hope and comfort, and the Ele to their unſpeakable joy, &c. 
The miſtake partly of this neceſſicy, made Preaching, latcly as 4t 
were,overflow irs banks,and to oyertop ail other Urdipances,and 
made that gap and tolleration for all pretenders, that che come 
plaint was like as of old at the offerings of the Temple, Th: the 
people bring more than enongh for the ſervice of the work, 
of the Lord; until his Highnels late ſeaſonable Ordinance, hath 
(and I hope Rill will more) like Moſes,then cawſed the people to 
be reftrained from bringing more work into the Sanituary, 
And truly 1 have of.en much marvyelled, how in ancient times, 
whenthey had ſcarce any kind of Preaching, nor near thoſe helps 
our times abound wich, they ſhould fo far out- go us in holineſs 
of life, CMortification, and contempt of the World ; they 
by Praying, Faſting, boly Hymnes, fiequent uſe of the $a- 
craments, and other Exerciſes of devotion, and troubling not 
themſelves, nor the world, with Crochers and Notions, attained 
to higher pitches of holineſs than we know or feel z dowbr/eſs 


the holy Spirit hath ſome other ſecret oy (befides the onely 
5 


ſenſe of Hearing, and the means of woras ) to come into the 
ſowl, asto Eliah, he was not in the wind, and fire, and earth- 

quake , but in the ftill ſmall voce, 
2 Now Preaching bring thus Rated, Iconld beartily com- 
mend, eſpecially ro our younger Preachers, a due care of what 
they deliver unto the people, forthey ( like Jacobs flocks be- 
fore the Rods) apprehend and conceive bur juſt as you pur be- 
fore their eyes, and to inform their Judgement eſpecially in the 
principles of Faith,as wel as to moy- their affe tions, which later, 
without the former, makesrhem (o- calily fly imo peeviſh fan- 
cies; and notto obtrude andpreſs upon their credvlity that every 
+ thingthey deliver is Scriptwre,- and the Word of G2d, 'but wha: 
nndoubredly is ſo; much may proceed from their — 
rance and frail affe&ions, as men; and that they would preſcribe 
unto the people ſome ſober Rules for reading the Scriptures, for 
ſome,as [oon as they can but read a Chapteryprefer their own fan- 
& before the ſoundeſk Interpretations, hence, and the = the 
| 4 range 


| Invpinions and forms, they ſhall have but c 


arte ox as eds It RR ELPTY KORTY. TOP 
ſtrange Opiniofis, and << b) adaihes of maiy in" theſe 
times (as thoſe we call Quakers, and others deluded, bat hap- 
ply well-meaning fouls ) I have often muſed of them, and they 
arcnot ſtrange, for I find ſuch a kind in all Religions that ever 
were, as the /laminati in Spain, the Derviſes among the 
Twrks, and indeed all Enthuſiafts whatſcever,it 7s pron See Burtons 
the over-intention of the fancy and melancholy ; and indeed they religious me- 
ought to be gained and reduced rather with Phyfck,, than larcholy , p. 
reaſon; and this 1 ſay comes when the fancy like n ſhip hath over- , 2g, 
much ſail, and the Underſtanding and Judgement -wan: ballaſt, 7,.;1,,r 
and therefore it were a good remedy to ſpare many ſpeculati- ;y Jeſ4,riuns 
ons and notions, and co ground people in the ſubftannials of Faith ,,v4,0(aruns 
and Rehygion z move-and perſwade chem unto the duties and y,;gouym os 
pradtices ofaholy lifez(o that many that have a defite ro fearGod, 4;g,; bbir; 
and to lead honeft yertuous lives,yet if they 2gree not with ſome ſunt iUuſioni- 

| ir cold commen- 4, Aug. 
dations, and file of moral men: Whereby ſure 1 amy many good (,,f j 1g 
motions and intentions are made abortive, and people quite diſ- . 

d from either being good, or doing good, Methinksto . 

feed the hnngry, cloath the nakgd, relieve the oppreſſed, are Y 
moſt proper works for all Chriſtians, fre 1 am, opon chat ac- 
connt we are to expe our doom ar the laſt day, andnot accor- 
ding to our not ions and words, but according toonr deeds, we 
ſhall then be deale with, We read of an holy old plain nan, thar 
is ſaid to be nineteen years learning one verſe, which was, I ſaid 
I will take heed rcomy ways that 1 offend not in my tongue, 
as to praQtice it; hence the ancients had a rule, Predicatio bre- 
Vis, Kuminatio longa, Attio perpetua, ſhort Sermons, long 
MAMeditations,and continual Prattice, 

3 For our betrer ſucceſs in the word,one more caution I have to 
our Preachers and Miniſters, thatis, I humbly 'conceive thatic 
would not do'smifs to correſpond and comply with the people _ 
in ſome of their more tollerable Modesand Caftoms (atleaſt) T his is men- 
for 4 white, and not too rigidly inveighagainft chem z; As their *10ned asonly 
aptneſs to obſerve ſomeof the ancient Feſtivals, as the Nari- 59 the ſtate of 


Pſa, 39.1. 
Socrat, Ecel, 
=. 


wity and RK eſurreftion of our Savior, and the like, referring ro Wales, 


the pgrearaftigns oF our Redemption ; M/[the Chriſtian Char - 
thes of the world, (laying afide Rome )) as the Enſtern and 
C 2 the 


(12), .* 

the reformed Charches hath ze. axciently, and doth obſerve 
thews, and the charity and hoſpitality of ſuch times doth much 

ballance the abuſe and corruptions imputed to them 3 and with 

us in ales the people generally from an ancient uſe much ſpend 

the time in pious Hymns and Songs, celebrating the birth and 

ations of Chriſt , which at leatt keeps them in ſome awe 

and reverence of God, and their anniverſary courſe no doubx 

makcs ſome more impreſſion upon them, than not at all. | 

-. Asalſotheir not ufing the Lords Prayer, at leaſt ſometimes 

ig compliance with the peoples uſe :: I confeſs, I think the bleſ- 

ſed Prayer hath been, as all che reſt of the Scriptures, abuſed; 

as inthe conceit of the abſolute neceſſity of it at all times, and 

contenting with the meer formal utterance of it, tothe exclu- 

fion of other devotion; theſe abuſes the p:ople ſhould be diſ- 

creetly adviſcd of, and rot utterly to diſuſe ity. asI hear they do 

not in other places of Eng/ard and Londen, rather than fo, I 

inclice to beleeye with thole, that the Apoſtles, and the Church 

after them, ever uſed it in their devorions, and the firſt I find 

that gain-ſaid the uſe of it, wasthe Pelagians, as inthe 

Synod of Mi/ir ane the firſt charge aguinſt them was, Nowa H 2 

reſis, nimr4 perniciaſa, tewat urgere inimicorum gratia 

Chriſti qui etian nobic dominicam oration:m in pits diſpu- 

tationibus conantur auferre; T hat they endeavored to take 

away the uſe of the Lords Prayer ; whereby we ſee the an- 

D-. Uſher in riquity of the ule, and who we imigate zh contemaing it : Doubt= 
Primeyd, leis ſometimes, at our more lolemn Devotions; ar Tegft, ir might 
Eccl.Brit, be as the Diamond in the Ring, and as the ſweet odor of our 
P.255- prayers. end it is obſervable, that upon 4 time when it as 
much concerned Chriflian Re- 

Fana eadem & nece(ſe eſt 4 cultu dame» ligion in this Land as ever at the 
num in ob ſequia vert Dei debeant commu+- firſt converſion of the Saxoxs 
tari & Deum verum cognoſcens ac adorans unto it, Gregory the great 
ad loca que conſurvernnt familiarins con” adviſed his Agents here, to 
currant, & boves demonum ſoler ſacrificio comply as much as may be 
multos eoccidere debet etiam bac de re, ali- with themin theirPagan ways, 
gua folemnitas immutari, vel natalitiis To make #'e of their Temples 
>  (anttorum; nec Diabelo jam animalia immo- to the ſervice of God,and even 
| - lent ſed ad lawdem Des in eſu ſwo ani- to go farmith them in their 


£4 


malia occrdent, SAcri-. 
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eſtivals, as accountin 


hard at' ence to. draw them eſt.” B:d, Ecd.Hit, lib. 3;cap.30, 
from thtir old waiet , but by _ #, [GT ICI O14 
degrees ; and ſoto gainthem ; the Apoſtle ſeems to have 
been alſo thus minded, when to the weak , he became as the 
weak, &c, 

And the laftthingT ſhall humbly recommend (eſpecially un- 
to the more learned Miniſtets andPaftors)is the conſideration and 
uſe of the Laws of Natwre (no corrupt). and Right Reaſon in 
the affairs of Religion ; for where the Scriptures are filenr and 


dark, as they are moſt in matters of external Worſhip ; Hence 7, ,.. Goſvel 


is our beſt light, as our own Mr.Cradock, judicionſly obſeryesjz ;. 
as for iaftaode, 'T hat which al Nations, and the better and wi- lderty. 


ſer ſort of mew have ever conſented and apreed in, is held a % 
Ab) Forw Law of Nature z even bur this one Rule well. Jars es 
/ weighed & managed by jndiciousmoderate men,one would think: colligitay 

ic were able co 10ſt away moſt of all our yexed differences & con» ' ; ; 1... inter 
rentions z for our declination from this,and the Laws'6f Nature, ' _— gemes 


betrays us to'moſf of the Errors and extravagancies of the tines, "Y - 
as T (hall further obſerve hereafter, and leave it ro the judgement ep os "ſe 


of the able Miniſters, who to their hand may find help in this 


The mord Saints unfolded. 


ff Ys hext word as moſt proper' to follow Preaching , is the ' Ob | 


innocent word Sant 3 and certainly in the true Scripture- 
fenſe the word ſounds. alike, . as the word Chriſtian, Belgrver, 
or Elett, and proper to be uſed, ſo ir be without affe&ation z in 
the old Teftamerit (as I conceive) ſornetimes it is uſed to ime 
port the people of the Jews in diftintionfrom other Nations 
and inthe uſe of the Church, (T mean got that of Rome alone) ir: 
hath been anciencly-uſed partly ro "the Saints Triumphant in 
Heaven,. and thoſe thar haye been very' eminent intheir rimes 
for SanRity and Holineſs of life, & ſome remarkable —_ 
"F+- os he, 41 4 TI —— 7 "ef? - UE 


[And adds. very good Reaſgis 2s Fell pro 
res thereby the Chriftian perto us, Nam | wor Teakits ſomnl —_ 


g it mia abſcindeve impoſſibile «ſe non dub;iuns 


creditsar, 


from ſome late * learned men: And fo much for' the word Gretius ds 
Preachiog., ure 

> jure Bel. off 
Pact, PoGe, [ 
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- the Church, as a Qlile of honor unto thein, 'a0d 4d this ſenſe I 
ſticks unto the names of the Apoſtles, the ancient Fachers and 
ochers, . I find tbe word.in the Original to [ignifie a total oppo- 
ſition ro'earthly things, &yiO- 4b &. privat, & yY, uncarthli« 
leſs. Sothat carthli-mindedneſs, and worldlineſs, and Saintſhip 
is inconfiftent g for my par 1 heartily wiſh all would labor to be- 
come ſuchin _ and eo exe and - abandon all other 
ughappy names of-Schiſm and diy:f1ons a us,and bnce again 
meet L the old hon:t name Chriftian, Ui of 


The Word Church explained, with obſervations on its 


7 He next and laſt, is the word Church, and this is of yaris 

&., ous fignifications even io Scripture , the: word tudyoic 

: uſually (bur improperly) tranſlated Church, ſignifies any n«m- 
Af, 19.3?. ber, Aſembh, or ( ongreg ations either in a or bad ſehſes 
That rout aod company that would have killed Paxl is called 

' wAyoic or Church, and I beleeve had the Trar.lators fore« 
ſceawhat ſkrite there is abouc che word in our daies, rhey would 
have uſed ſome other word , for ſome now violently would re. 
trainzhe word onely to a number of per ſans, whereas they may 
be certain there 1s ſcarce one word in Scripture, and thoſe of 
eſt moment, buc admit of more ſenſe than one ; andgran- 

Finer Wm ting this, che ſtrife would bee at an end; bur indeed the 
Being ether Engliſh , or Saxon rather , word Church,  fropary ſignifies 

- Kyrk orKick place, for Church in all the Norcherm Nations language 
Kyrk, an- ( as from their mother the - Dutch ) ſignifies the place of 
rem Kerk: ivine Worſhip, -and «comes from wwgiouy, or Dominic, oc 

| & Church 1 ids bouſe ;, and our Welch word Eg/wys doth more allude'to 
| ſenſnprima- (Qucia, than the; word Church. Having ſeen ſomething 
| vio ſunifi- through the word, me ing Gyarebe 3 to ſee the force 
Cant curia- of paiſionand: prejudice in ſome, eyen to wrench and'tranſport 
cam ſeu do them from the Law and inſtinfts of Nature, as either not to al- 
minicam Jowſuch places, pr atleaſt any regard or relpeRt towards themz 
demna. = far axfom cho Law goa iingiples of Naiite, all Natioy never 
Seld. de Syn. {o barbarous 2 <a Divine Power, To as'na» 


+276, rupally chey baye ao. umpiefiign toaſſign Tome places to the wor: 
(hip of the fume Power, aod fyrke nfierable 30/peR and reve. 


rence 


Ml td 


| that place commonly alledged of the woman of Samaria, that 149% Wnpas- 


| — Og. ; 
ie 0 he pee; ak a8 ay of nth: fp 
arbarous that they want Towns, and other g1o in AUS 
Nations, but none thete is but have their Aras & Templathel 
Rites and oy to worſhip z and indeed ſuch a Rrong byas, 
and impulſe of nature there is thereunco, that: molt (and ſome 
Chriſtian) dv ſlip rather into ſuperſtirion, and too much reve- 
rence, than be ſhort in the worſt extreamy Prophaneneſs, or too 
little to ſuch places ; As they ſay the or of, Ruſſia in his 
eateſt pomp "will alight from his horſe, ax the (ight of eyery 
Chureh, and to his deyotions, and will not mount but go on fox 
whilſt in fight of it ; I urge not for (as tbe Papilty extream) un» 
Hoy rae 25h reverence to {uch places, a$ if there were 1nhe- 
rent holineſs in them, bur becauſe of the end and the ſervice th: y 
are ordained to, I conceive them not to be ſo ſlighted and con» 
teraned as they are by many. Methioks were there nothing elſe 
bur that one example of our Savior of whipping the buyers and 
ſellers out ofthe Temple,and that with (uch indignation and deli- 
beration, ic were ſufficient ro gain ſame regard to ſuch places, for 
our Churches are ordained to the ſame uſe and ends, as the 
Temple was, and it was not Solomons ; and the Merchandiſe 
was [4 religious ends, for ſacrifice ; from all which I conceive, 
it is clearly evinced, that if no honor and reſpeRt be to be given, 
yet no ſcorn and contempt is to be offered to ſuch places, And 
what our.common people 10 ales are aptio in this kind, our of 
this ioftin& of nature, ſome charge them with ſuperſtrioo, which 
when they {lip ſo far unto, I could wiſh them diſcreetly reproved 
and inſtru&ed, but to ſuffer theqs ro bend xo the other worlt ex- 
tream, and perſwade ther 9 hays no agconnt or elicem to. ſuch 
laces, but to value thew as every other ordinary place, this paſ« 
eth my judgement, and I know it þegets very hard thoughts, 
and I neyer heard.or read aoy judigous Proteſtant Divines, bur | 
ſeem to allow a king of relative holigeſs.co ſuch places 3 as for As h* word': 


the true worſhippers « in Spirit and Trmthy &'c. this place is i9he New 
but abuſed and wrelted,, as [ laces of Divine Worſhip, and Teftament>- , 
to worſhip God in Spiric and Truth, were inconſiſtent ; our Sa- Jobneqe _ * 
viours (cope chere was to take off thar fagd conceit of che Jews, 


that onely in Fer»ſalem is che place where men ought to wore - , 
ſhip 


dr non. af <4 mele. th | 
hip; 2nd indeed by theſe words he imports the call of the Gen- 
tiles, 8 if he ſhould ſay, the Jews conceive none are to be ſaved 
bur they, for ſo the opinion goes, Salvation js of the Jews, but 
gerf, 23, ey are deceived, the Gentiles ſhall be as capable of falyation 
oy as they, which is. implied in his very rext'words and verſe, But 
the hour commeth, did now t:, that the true worſhipers ſhall 
worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth, and what of all this is 
2gairft Churches or places of divine worſhip? here 1 might ſhew 
how Adam before hee ſinned had a place 1n Paradiſe, co wore 
ſhip God, the Patriarks, their Altarss and the primitive Chci- 
&;ans, the firlt' thing they did after the Niormes' of perſecutions 
Euſcb.Eccle. was oyer, was to build Churches and Oratories, and with what 
Hift, 116.6. joy ard folemnitie you may ſce by that faricus Oration of Paws 
$3. linus, which for bievitie 1 omit, and refer yao ro the place, _ 
And for the next and laft obſeryation ypon this word, if Ido 
diſtate any, 1 beſcech their Chriſtian pardon, that there is a great 
fir, and ever by all the World fo accounted, which paſſeth a» 
moneſt us wich little or no nocice, ard acknowledged by many 
to be no ſuch fin at all, which is called Sacrilege; The Heathen 
Att.19. 37- Magiſtrate, excufing the Apoſtles Innocency , as quitting him 
Rom. 2 22+ from a great crime, faiths they were no Robbers of Churches; 
See Sir Hen. andin another place, T how that abhorreft Idols, doſt thou come 
Spelman de mit Sacrilege ? as it a greater fin (ifpolſible) chan Idolatrie; 1 
non teme- know how Sens may flatter chemſelyes wich a late ſenſe of che * 
randis E:- Word; I partly know how all Nations, and Religions, and Chrj- 
cleſiis » and Rtian Ages hath taken it, and Think the miſtake of theſe times 
Mr. Clarky about i: comes from a prejudice and miſunderſtanding the word 
mirror of * ſuperſtition, as thinking rhar to bee ſuperſtition, which many 
Gods Judge* times is not {o, and ſo make good our Sayiolirs Proverb, Sryain 
ments 1n Tit. at 4 Gnat ,and Swallow a Camel, but thus much I find (and all 
Sacrilege. others may) both by the Hiſtories. and experience, of all rimes, 
pub, 1654. ' that God hath never ſuffered chig fin to, paſs withone ſorhe benal 
In anni Caſe Tuermats either upor,che parries; or their neer, poſterities; avd 
p. 31- Miror the learned Grotine makes it his wonder, thac midty are not de- 
You terreri terred from it, from the Exattiple of Achas in the old, and Ang- 
05 qui V:tui niasntte New Teſtament. ., ; : 
Teſt amentum legunt Achanis, qui wunty Anauie exemplo & hecvelprecis 
pra eanſa off, cur tam din beliadiirant; non tantum quiz propter iſt 4 utrin- 
q3 bellat ir, werum etiam quia Dems contemptum ſui fc ulciſcitur, And 
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-*And abſolutely thigks k, wikcs well worthy the peruſal of 
Princes and Govemours of the Chriſtian World) That the miſe- 
ries, twmults, and wars of Chriſtiandowe Continue as 4 juſt 
ns of God for this fig. And ſure 1 am, the Lord hath 
tanked jr amongſt the Caral of his ments upona 
Nation; [ will lay waſt your Cie od Wu ny.h Santt waries 
to deſolation. I will conclude all upon this word w.th a very re- 
markable paſſage out of once a leamed Stateſman of this Land, 
which is ſo much the more to be admired, that he ſo long be- 
fore ſhould forerel! the humour, and as it were, the fortune, of 
Religion in theſe dayes; heethere diſcourſing of the Armie of 
Iſrael, removing their Camp, and the care and reverence they 
had of the Tabernacle, which (faith he) all have in a de- 
gree imitated--= Now inthis ſmperfine age, all reverence of the 
Church where God is to be worſhiped, and ſerved, i acconed 
# kind of Poperie, inſomnch that time wonld havt it, if it were 
nt reſiſted, that God wonld be turned ont of Churchez into 
Barnz, and thence into fields, and Menntains, and the office 
of the Miniſtry robbed of all dignitier, and reſpeft, and bie as 
contenoptible as thoſe places; all order, diſciplines and Church 
Government, left to newneſs of opinion, and mens fancies yes, 
and ſoon after, as many kjds of Religions would ſpring up in 
, 4 there are Pariſh Churcher, and every conten- 

Fows and [qnoraxt perſon, cloathing himſelf with the Spirit of 
God; infemuth when tyuth ſhall appear (which i but one) nn- 
tothe ſimple multitudes, ne leſs variable than contrary to it 
elf, the-faith ; will ſoon aftey dye by degrees, and all Ke» 
Bigion will be held in ſcorn, andcontemyt, Bvery word and 
able is his own , to bee ſeen in the cired place, and whether 


i wwthe t of « great Brain, or Propheſie, I know not, , 


but I'pray'God ir may prove a falſe one," 

*- Tforther humbly conceive: as I ſhewed formerly from words, 
foalfo our miſtakes and diff from" our miſconcei- 
ving the ſcope and uſe of the holy ſomerimes ſtrai- 
ing them to give us /ight and direfFion in fach things 25 hap” 
pily God harh not ordained them to reveal iro us, win moſt 
thiogs 85 concert} external 
our Mr. Craderk doth- 


Levit, 36, 
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ip; #8 Order, Decencie,@ ec, as Golp. lib, p. 
- obſerye, wee miſtaks (fayes be) if 58. p. 117: 


Wwe 13, 15s 


(+8) | 
wee take the Scriptures to be Aphoriſmes, Canons, and Theo- 
rems, and where they hold forthno light, hee referrs us to the 
laws of Nature and right Reaſon, the cuſt ome and prattice 
of the Saints in their Generations, for ſayes he, if it hath been 
ageneral cuſtorse in the Church, and baih been pratiiſed by 
the Saints, time ont of mind, and God hath not determinedit, 
I will go along with them; and further (ſayes he) for my part, 
when 1 obſerve any caſt ome in any Church, any thing that is 
laudable, and comely, and God hath not determinedit,there uu 
a kind of honour and reverence that ftlrikes into my beart, & c. 


* Thus he, not unlike the determination of Auguſtine - 1n the 


like caſe, /» bis de quibms nihil cervi flatuit ſcriptura, mos 
popmli dei, vel inftituts majorum pro lege tenenda ſunt , that 
where the Scriptares are dark_and ſilent, there the cuſtome; of 
Gods people,and Judgement of our fore-Fathers are to be obſer- 
yed. The Scriptures no doubt, are perfett and «/ſwfſcient as tg 
thoſe endsGod hath. ordeined ther, that is,to reveal unto us the 
DoArin of Faith and Salvation,but as to other appurtenances to 
the ſtate and ſolemnities of Religion, and external! worſhip (a- 
bout which our unhappy quarrells ate): well were it wee could 
ſuffer our (elves to be guided by the Judgement and Rules men- 
tioned; the want of this is our pr to reproach each 0» 
ther with ſuperſtition, and prophaneneſſe, and Amtichriſt ian; 
all ofthem I confefle great eyills, but ſurely many times miſ- 
underſtood, which cauſerh ſo much ſcwpwloſities , tortwres of 
conſcience, and uncharitableneſſe amongſt us, and therefore I 
could heartily wiſh thoſe words were once rightly Rated amongſt 
us; methinks to conclude all chings ſuper itiong that are not ex- 
preſly warranted in Scripture, is ot ſome perillous conſequence; 
and of the two great evills, I bhumbly conceive ſwperſition ro be 
leſs than prophaneneſſe, for ſuperſtition is acknowledged to 
be @ cults perver ſus,or a kind Rebgion looking awry, where- 
28 prophaneneſle in its proper ſenſe js the great oppoſite of Re- 
ligion; and yet ſuch a prejudice and miſtake there is about them, 
that wee cafier and with lefle reluRancie ruſkr into Prophaneneſs 
Gas, 209 6 enfficion...., (,; 213 (591 6, | 

I find che leamed deriving the ward Prophaneneſſe from diſor» 
der and confuſion; and any ——— comempy ot divine _ 

Ip» 


(199) 
ſhip, and the places , imports the guile; and were theſe words 
rightly rendred and underſtood, doubtlefle it would take off 
much of our matter, of differences,and contentions, 

2 I ſhall mention another millake of ſome places of Scrip- 


ByStAQ,, 
alluding co the 
Hebrew Babel 
& prophanatio 


ture. fomenciog contention) as thoſe texts tha are produced and 3 fano. 


wreſted to make againſt natural pants, Kaowledpe ard learning, 
asthe 1 and 2 to the Corinth, Where is the Scribed '&c: God 
hath made fooliſh the wiſdome of this Worlg,, and ſuch other 
places, whereby- ſimple people are brought +ro conceive hard 
thoughts of Gods excellege pifts, and ignorance moſt ſtrangely 
promoted, the conſequence whereot I leave to the Judgement of 


che wiſe and truly Religious; . doubtleſle che . -doth..not 
condemn true wifdome and knowledye, but the counter- 


feir wiſdome of the Grecians in thoſe times to whom Ebrift and 
his Doftrin ſeemed fooliſhneſſe; did wee know what knaw- 
ledge is, wee would infigitely be taken with che/bearie of it, for 
what is jt bur the improvement of natural Reaſon, nnd what is 
Reaſon, but a beamand ray of that diyine hghtzand 2 drop of that 
infiniteFountain of all excellencies and perfetions, which 1s God? 


Every good. and perfett gift is from above, anti commetb 
dons from the Fathey 0 491 coll donde intheſe'Ages 'of 
the Chucch, it concerns Mi 


ers Eſpecially co'be more knowi 
than others, In the primitive times when the State of the Churh 


did not ſeem ſo much to require it, as now, how learned were 
they, is well known, igſomuch that J={iaz: che grand efiemie of 
Chriſtianity, thought it as his oaly Engine | ney to fotbid 
Chtiſtians che means of learning, Rc, and in” chis To batt bc 
Age, that even many women are held fratntd; to have the Mini: 

ters ſimple and illiterate is as great a ſcandall to Religion, as I 
can Imagine; I deny not bur learning as all good things elſe have 
been abuſed, but to haye hard thoughts againſt ir, eſpecially 


upon prerence of Scripture, 1 beſeech all men of any Judgemenc 
and. F llineſſe to — and that with tho Apoſtle , chat 


the Spirit of the Lord hath diverſitie of operations, in ſome 
after this manner, in others afier that, 
which workgth all in all, 


#t is the ſame God 


The 


» —- 


1 Cor, 12, 
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THE CONTENTS 
of the Firſt Part, 


Ome modeſt Advertiſements touching the 
yay with a ſhort view of the progreſſe 
n the affaires of Religion; and Propagation 
bitherto' in Wales, & "5 »F* 
2 Errors _ Diſſention, the binderance 
the ſucceſſe; anddiſcovery where thu ſpirit. of Diſſemion 
> br Fo _ wp ſhewed to be in meer words, _ rules 
for the right eouax.t 3”, words, loa, Goſpel, Preach 
Some principal wor 4 Drorogation, PE FICache 
; ings, | undo +plicated, with obſervation; the wſe of 
the Law of Nature, and right Reaſon, as tothe affaires of 


1, 


Religion; concluding with 4 remarkable paſſage ont of Sir 
oy Time Taxes andplocer of, Seri wreyay mit ckeo.es 

| Some Texts ang places of Script wrogay. , en,0 fon |. 
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TETTESECECSS 


The Contents of the ſe- 
cond Part, 


I. T he Authors mild Judgement touching Go- 
vernment, the Dignitie, and Gifts , an1 
Qualifications of Miniſters, 


II. The Means preſcribed for a ſupply, and com- 


fetent number, in preſent and future. 


111. The differences with us in Wales concern- 
ing the Uſe of the 4 dminiſtr ations and Or di- 
nances, as Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper, 
Ce ſtated and reconciled. 


IV. 4 pathetick Concluſion unto all that bear 
the name of Chriſtians , unto Peace, Love, 
and Unity, 


THE 


SECOND PART! 


He helps and-weers toadvance Religion I 
among us ('next to the Miniſtery , 
whereof in its proper place ) is ſome De ea exter- 
face of Order Government to be minanda co- 
maintained up, as to keep the Gene- gitare 19- 
| rality in ſome ſenſe and awe of God manem eſſe 
( asformerly mentioned ) never till theſe dayes did I barbariem, 
umagine any could be againſt it. Mr. Calvin accomprts it /»ftir.lib.4. 
barbariſm» and there reckons the Benefits of it, &c. And cp. 20. 
the Apoſtle (no marvell ) accompts Helps , Govern- 1 (or. 12+ 
Wenes the Gitts ofthe Spirit. v. 28, 
For the Miniſters, I will not tor brevity ſake enter in- 2 
totheir ſeveral Qual:fications and Gifts ; thoſe ſtyles and 
zitles given them throughout the Scriptures ſpeak their 
o7ty » as ſaith Calvin, Quid dici po Magnificent ina: 
ap oo Apoltle Prem the ang 10 - it, concludes) 
# ſufpcient for theſe things? And without queſtion, k 
the fate and condition of Blews in theſe a _ of the avs 


Church, requires more gifts and endowments, than in the 
Primitive TimeH as the kyowledge of the State, and Hi- 
ſtory of the Church, the writings and monuments of the 
Pillars of Ryligions theantient Fathers, the kill in the 
Original Tongues, andother Sciences ; without which 
I confeſs-one may be a good  —_ z yet hardly canl 


con. 


- —_ 
+ -- 


— — — —— 


4 (26) 

conceive one to be "an able or accompliſhed Miniſter, 
without at leaf a competent Meaſure of chem ; - and! to. 
admit of others meerly illicerate» and upon the accompr 
of ſome ſpiritual Notions, and well-meaning meny with- 
our endeavoring they ſhoul4 be qualified 1inſome mea- 
ſures as mentioned ; is the high-way to disfurniſly the 
Church of able and knowing Maniſtets:. and to bring ut- 
rer ſcorn and contempt upon the Calling, and all Religi- 
on; Neicher is it ſo in Wales, as many would make be- 
lieve> that ”Y are ſuch or G Praiſe be to God, 
we have( I dare lay ) an able and knowing Ge e- 
ver 7 and therefore, 2: are to with lnch Minitcry? as 
will be able ſubſtantially co inform the judgement, as 


- with ſome cafie miles to tickle the affetions » if the ho- 


our and reputation of the Miniſtety will be: reſolve fo 
be maintained ; elſe I know who will beſt gain the Nile 
of Teachers, 

Let none hence inferre, that I ſeem ro make agap- 
for any unworthy ſcandalous Miniſters wo x ond ng: 
Thoſe that were ejected, doubtleſs ' many of thei did 
bur well deſerve it ; yer of choſe: I accomprt fore more 
tolerable than uthers; as thole of ſome lighter ble- 
miſhes, and diflents1njudgement,yet of Abilities, 
whereof there is ſtore ſuch wy - kitling the Rod, and 
humbled in the ſenſe of their vey }ekn I could 
hartily wiſh chey ſhould be reſtared(ar lealt to ſome in- 
couragements to exercile their Gifts and Talents im, and 
becauie the Harveſt is great, and labourers few: and that 
for want of a ſupply Gods worſbjp and ſervice is in hazard 
co ſuffer among us.. Inſuch anexigence, we ſhould not 
ſo much ſtand tor whom we conld wiſh , but accept of 
ſuch we needs mult have, andgive place toa Rule wiſe 
Men have, ſometimes to adwit of an Evit, rather than an 
Inconvenience. And though haply they may want the way 
and gift of Preaching) yer they may have thoſe gifts, thar 
may be of other ſpecial uſes ro Religion: If they ma 
nor be ſo good for the Palpis, they may be for the Preſſe, 
and ſuch ſervices of Religion. I might here fart 'a 


Que- 


(27) 
10n whether the Tongue or Hand hath done moi 
ſervice to God in his Church : The Apdalile laythy his 
|: [peech was comeneptible, and his letters pewerfull, I will 
not enter into the bowels of this Queltion , bur leave ir 
cothe judicious ; only I ſuppoſe with ſubmillion that 
had it not beenthe Per and Writmgs ( next the Provi- 
dence of God ) of the former ages of the Church; I can 
hardly imagin ( againlt ſuch firength of oppolition and 
errors ) how Chriſtian Religion » and the pure truchs of 
it could have devolved and arrived to our hands; and 
thoſe that have done fgnal ſervices in the Chutch , was 
by their pens, as anciently St. Arg. 8c. who makes it hiss 
excuſe ro withdraw himſelf from his former profeſſion 17/1; profeſſi- 
of Rhetorick ; becauſe he {penc ſo much his breath and 9x: pre d:ffi- 
T lungs; and amongſt our Moderns famous Dr. Keywolds \ culrate ſpi- 
who was held not to be ſo well gifted for utterance; and rands, ac do- 
preaching, ſaid, Evangelizo mann & ſcriptione , what he lore pettoris 
could not ſo well with his Tongue and voiec, he preach- on ſuffice- 
ed with his hand and pen; Sol ſay, for ſuch as cannot rew, Conf, 
with us paſſe ſowell tor preaching, may ar lealt for their /ib, 9, cap, 
other parts and abilities be ar leait accompred of us as the y, 
Gibeonges of old to be Hewers of wood , and Drawers of 
water for the houſe of God ; eipecially ſuch as may be very Joſh, 9, - 
uſefull ro us in Wales for the {omroverſaries, and tor the 
fr anſlation of ancient and modern Books into the language , - 
which is ſomething wanting of things in that kind , and 
hath bur its meer anziguity tocredir it : For whichpains 
I humbly conceive , they might well be accompred 
Members ofthe Miniltery » _ be accordingly incou- 
raged and cheriſhed » and not leave us altogether ute- 
lefſe rodroop and larguith away in ſad melancholy, and 
penury, as they doe, &c. neicher would; bur that others 
that pretend to gitts of another accompt , be bur incou- 
raged : Bur wich theſe one or two Cautions; 1, That 
the able Minifters frequently mind chem 3 not to pre- 
ſume wholly upon che firength of their giits, and ro en- 
deavour to 1mprove this by indultry and {tudying ; and 


ro be as in thenatine of the Catechyſte and Lettores "= 
E 2 the 


(28) | 
che ancient times» before they ruſh into the pablick 
proachmg the word. : 

And that the able Miniſters preſcribe unto chem, and 
all others, ſome modeſt R ples in reading the Scriptures; 
For we have now a dayes an = to be ſelf-conceired, 
and to prefer our own jenſe betore the ſoundeſt incer- 
pretations, 

: And that they donot over young preſſe into the pub- 
lick Miniftery ( a fault much in the!e times ) where 
the gravity and reverence of the fun&ion doth ſuffer ; 
they inltancing the youth of Timothy, who was io or dina- 
ry perſon, but a rare [owl , that prophecies went of him , 
and Paxls holy hand was upon him; and ts {aid to be learn- 
ed:in the Scriptures from a child » which perhaps unports, 
not only the Canonical Scriptures , but the whole 7 ; 
D.v:mity, ture 1am we little value the Councel of a Phy-- 

Nifs quis a- ſfician, of Lawyer at the years of ſome Preachers: I find 

pudHeb.3o. that lerome ſays, That the Prieſts would not be permintedto 

am. imple- read the firſt words of Geneſis, until 30 years old, the age 

verir nes Our bleſſed Saviour is ſaid to begin to preach. 

pr incipiaGe= | 

weſcos legere The Wants, and Remedies for a ſupply of Aliniſters among 

fermnuzitar . #s m Wales. 

Seld. de ſuc. 

Heb.p.442. Y Confefie after our late purgation of the Temple ( I may 

ſay )and ejettion of Minilters; Churches have had lately 

a ſad face among us:&I hear fil tothis inftant,that many 
princ pat Towns of Wales want Miniſters, or any. uſe of 

Llanbadary, the adminiſtrations publikely among them ; and whar 1 

vanr infCar- cannot but upon my own ſad experience mention ; the 

gan ſhire, pariſh whereof I am being one of the goodliett Pariſhes 
of Wales containing in common compure: above 2000 
Communicants , anddivers perſons of ſpecial quality , 
hath not, above this twelve month had any ſerled Mi- 
nilter ; rhe greatneſſe of the 1nepropriation , being ar leatt 
1c00 {, per annww , with the appurtenant profits , and 
che' ſmallneſſe of the ſtipend being bur 20 1. per annum 
beingfthe cauſe of our unhappinelle ; I could heartily 


beg 


2o 


k 


WA 
w7 Miniſter ſuitable to the un and confderable= 


« of ſuch a place; and I doubr not the piary of his 
19neſſe and thoſe in authority under him, will find a Tjrh. 

competency out of ſuch a revenxe, to furniſh ſuch places 
with-a due cn for an able Miniſter, 

But all this as a Digreſſhon, now for our number and 
ſupply of Miniſters » as roour preſent exzgence, 1hums- 
bly conceive ſuch of our mere tolerable ejected Miniſters 
upon their reformation and. ſubmitring ro rhe preſent 
Government may be of uſe to the Minittery, 

I doubt not» and know there are many ot our Coun- 

- trymen of able parts , and virtuouſly dilpoled, benefi- 
ced in England , or in the Univerhities, that would glad- 
ly ofter cheir being and Talents among us; if they ſee 

incouragements aniwerable to their minds ; bur are 
kept back becauſe of their incapagiry- with the judge- 
ment and forwes of others , under whoſe checks their 
diſpofition can hard! he and pity it ; to ys _ 
many ingenuous and hopetull perions droop 

down the head; eſpecially in the Univerſities, eſetoing 

any other courſe of life and profeſſios , rather than the 

Miniſtery: and divers uponſuch dicouragements beta- 

king themſelves unto Popiſh Seminaries beyond Sea. ; 
which, I pray God, may be timely conſidered, and re- 
medied among us ; which being redreſſed may afford us 

a good ſupply in due time. 

The ſupply that many defigns from the congregatio- 
nal Churches ( though I could wiſh any way would doe 
the bulineſle ) I doubt, will hardly perform , becauſe 1 
ſee them nos trained bur in iome plain Engliſh or Welſh 
books, and thar bur of one ſtrain and opinion » which, 
no doubt may enable, to become good ing Chriſti» 
ans; but ſhort ( I conceive ) of the dignity ritle of 
—— orthodox Divines , and Miniſters , which 
doubcletle in this' intelligent age, muſt have ſomething 
of excellency more than ordinary, to keep up the Ho- 


nour and Reverence of the Calling and Rel:gion ; for as 
1ometimes many may be 7 ns good Preachers, and 
Z yer. 


2s. 


(30) 
yet be none 6f the beſt Chriftians; (o' many a goed Chris 
ſtian may be none of the beſt Preachers , as $0 ihe gilts 


mentioned , and the publike Miniſtery, ve 

4 Our therefore moR ready courſe is to be ( as former 
times )beholding unto the 2 famous Lamps of the Land, 
the Kniwerſities; indeed a favour from. them ( under his 
—_— whoſe goodnefle we lay claim to )as to have 
Such as Ea- a diſpenſation for a Colledge or two among us in Wales, 
con 4d = would; doubclefle, highly advance us for a tupply of able 
Wincheſt. Miniſters ; burthis wiſh, without the leatt intrench- 
ment untoour two CHother great Univerſities ; but as 

An honeſt wholy derivative and ſubordinate to them , both for Pro- 
way for & feſſors and Degrees ,or thence confirmed , bur all will 
Colledge Re- ſay, the difficulty is the Matter of Revenue, and. Main- 
venue. renance; bur where his Hi e the Prote&or hath 
his ſmile towards, the Word d-fficurie ſignifies nothing; 

and doubtleſle he that hath hitherro given us ſuch a 

plenrifull caſt of his goodneſle , will not in juch a mats 

ter of honour to himſelf and our Nation , be wanting £6 

us; and as for Revenues, 1 verily think thoſe of rhe 

late ſequeftrations of Chutches. well managed would 

afford much helps and it they be ſhorr , let us confder 

* And ſome the Revenues of our 4 Biſhopricks , which are \ipped 
are opinio- into {everal private hands, upon eaſie Bargains : **And I 
ned there could Chriſtianly increat them) and all others that have 
might an advanced their ffore and tortunes by the late times , our 
je. 5 A;ſco- of their abundance, to part with ſome Mites towards ſo 
very our of prous and honorable a work; indeed ſuch AQtions as 
ſuch pro > 4 theſe, and to cloath the naked, and feed the H, : be- 
that might come the Servants and Champions .of Chriſt : Let us 
without of- but conſider, if former Ages had been ſo cold in theit 
fence to any, Charities of this kind - We ſhould not have beheld the 
be found for god and venerable ſbruttures , as che-Chyrches and (ol- 

the advance dges of this land 5 Bur ſome. will laysall this was 

of ſo pious a times of blindneſſe and Popery, to merit Heaven; 
deſign. and be that granted » yet in thistime of greater light» it 
willbe our diſhonour to do nothing but heap up riches 
&c. amd chough not to merit Heaven, yet to merits Ho» 
nour 
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naur £0 our name HEN z ler us not ſtick to lay 
forch onr ſelves in ſuch D : and I doubt noc bur 
ic would be much acceptable tro Godzand all Men of , 


VErtue- 

The laſt Thing I ſhall propound in order to ſupply, is, 
That Icould with theGentry would more freely devote 
their Children ( like ſo many Samwels.) unto God and 
his Minifery- This doth much fiead the KRowiſh Dame 
in her heighes of Glory and Pride by engagy the beit 
Rankes and Nobility mn cheir Ecclefiattick Orders. And 

I aim not at ſuch a grindeur, and ſplendor as 
they ; yet tochuſe them our of the berrer ſort for the 
Miniltery ( I humbly conceire) being thereto qualified, 
would be an h and Chniftian politic to maintain 
the reputation of the calling; and I could with all o- 
thers to be obſervant ofthe Genius and diſpoſition of 
their Children, and they of the ſweereſt nature to aſ- 
ſign over to the ſervice of God,and a ſuppply of his Mi- 
niftery,. I confeſſe formerly hicherto we ordained them 
tothe moreadvamagious profeilians, as the Laws &c. 
Bur I doubt not but God in his good rime + through 
his Highnefſe wiidom, wil yet find a way of fair in- 
cauragement for h1s worſhip and ſervice. 

Having thus briefly ſhewed our helpsand Remedies, 
2s to the Miniftery, I conceive alſo our Reconcihation/ 
aboug fome trivial differences concernines the Sacra- 
ments, and the other  adminittrations; d'avail our 
deſign, which I ſhall humbly offer.. 


The «A mthors Modeſt judgement abomt Baptiſm, 


and reconcilag the Differenc oc, Graves & 


Citarunt in 


Lo 


Uch is the noiſe and difference concerning the uſe Eccleſia twr- 
FO, betoen Inſtzrartion or Sacrament ; 4 miſery it bas nec two 
{cems, as I may ſay, fatal nnco theſe laſt times » the multnar: 
Church never troubling ic ſelf formerly inthe kinde as deſinwnr, In. 
we doe/abgur it, whichMr. Cafvarina more than ordi- fi. lib. 4, 
nary ſtrain of a pious paſhon; doth bewaily Phrenerici fp cap. 16, 


ritus 


, —_—_ | 
retiu hoc ſeculo;&c. Truly TI look uponirt ag a judge- 
ment» the orear abuſe of ic ; for Baptiſm was by moiſt 
made onely a kinde of Formality ; little or nocare taken 
either by the Underrakers, or the Parents, for the mind- 
ing or inlirufing of the Children inthe holy Things 
and Promiles of it: and thisis the cauſe why to 
Chriſtians are in name and tile-only,& ſo few indeed, and 
really (0. And hence every one thinking himlelfas good 
a Chriſtian as another 3 becauſe ( they ay) Chriſtened : 
The bad) or rather no Chriſtian» reproaches and perſe- 
cutes the good, and woftll miſchiefs and uncharitable- 
neſſe growes betwixt all ſorts ; And though this be (ad, 
yet wholly to deprive Infancs ofthe Benefit of Bapriſm, 
15, I humbly conceive, of worſe conſequence ; eſpecial- 
ly there being a golden Mean and Remedie chat mighr 
be found againſt the former evils: Doubrlefle Cirewns- 
ciſoonwasa lively Type and Similitude of Baptiſm, as Mr. 
Calvin ( me thinks unanſwerably ) makes : and 
chough in ſome Externals , and-inconfiderable paines, it 
bolds not ; yer in the ſubſtance, as ſerving ro the ſame 
uſe and ends, as HMort:fic ation, Remiſſion of ſins, and Pro= 
wiſes of Grace, Circumerfion, and Baptiſm, doth ſo clear- 
ly face and anſwer each other, as I ſee nocolour for any 
co ſtand our, bur ſuch that love Comtemtion, more than 
Charity ; The Obx&ions are fo well known , char I 
need-not (wete Iable) to reſolve them , the Afain in- 
deed is, we finde not in the New Teſtament Comp 
miſſion or example for it ; yer finding that Families and 
whole houſholds were baptiſed, it i8 as likely as nor , 
that Infants migtic be amongſt them » as there, where 
the Keeper of the Priſon is ſaid to be baptiſed, and all bis 
ſftraightway : moſt probably his Children and Infants 

were in the number. - We finde not inthe New Teftd- 


ment any prec or inance togive the Sacramentte 
Women: ot } »: any exprefſe.politive command to 
keep and change the th ;; yer co follow the Rreana 


and univerial pratiſeofrhe Church herein being beſt, 
and why may we not for baptuling Inftncs do the _ 


bY 
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*Ler/ts bhr- look up tothe Frimicive Church, and we Fat? tam 
ſhall find that they did nor only baptile Infants , bur fri i war; 
|gave them the Lords Supper, as Mr. Calvm conteſlerh, 74 Eccleſia, 
and 4s: uſed in. ſome parts of che Eatlern Church 14i4!. «4c ex Cyr - 
And what Jay we tothat dark place of the Apoliie(which «70 & Avg, 
.he makes the great Argument ot the Reivrrection') the conſtar. 12: 
Baprifing for the Dead; whence is evinced ,. That if ft. cap.16, 
Baptiſm was thought to be availeable for the Dead then 45. 4, ſet. 
much more-mult it, be for the Living. Avd it the Pri- 30. 
mitive Church thought the Lords. Supper neceflary to 1 Cor. cap. 
be giverrunto Infants» much more then may wee think 15. v. 29, 
Baptiſmy&c. Mr. Calvin conceives that Infancs dying) 

baptiſed, though wanting faith, and thole requitites Q-:05 pleno 
believers inyears have, that Ged may have. tome more /uc:s 14 
fecrert mercies, and irradiations of has countenance up- fulgore i[u- 
on them, ſuitable ro their condition,, We find our Sa- fratnr xs ft 
viour a great friend of little ones, taking them mo his domcins, cur 
arms and bleſſing them » and reproving bis Diſciples for non iis -= ſi 
hinder ing them, aying» Of ſuch were the Kingdoms of God , ita libuerit, 
were ir bur ro imicate him, Jet us deicend into all the exigua [crm- 
renderne(s and compaſſion as may be-of them, having the :illa irradia- 
whole Church of God ( until) a few of theſe laſt worſt rer, & Set. 
dayes) to lead us intheule and practice of Baprtifing 1 9."t ſupra, 

m. 

Bur ſome of the more learned may ſay, that among Objett, 

the Antients we find many were not haprited, uncil they 
came to good years» as St.eAnguſtine, and divers 0- 
thers, &c. This makes nothing, thatchough ſome par- 
ticular men» for ſome reaſons, were \not then baprtited 
until good _ ; bur that the generalicy, and thole thar 
deſcended from Chriſtian Parencss were baptiſed 1n- 
fants, Some, as Axſtine and the like, were to gravpie 
with the objeQtions, of humane realon againli the my- 
ſeries andſimplicity of Chriftianitie, and until they had 

the conquelt, and be chroughly retolved and (erled, 
Aiddeferr | uim ; and the hike mighr be allowed thill, ' 
upenthe ſame fcore > Though it-is more proper for tea» Q 
thens, Jewes, and Mahomertans, than thole that deſcend 

F 
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(34) | 
from Chriſtian linnage : Ir ſeems, as by what he fays of | 
his triend Alipens,ad ipſam Chriſt ianam fidem pigrins me- 
vebatxy ;- that he and other great wits made pauſes ,and 
came by degree to bighet Chriſtianity ;" partly Hay, as 
to be. throughly ſatished , and haply tolet the heat and 
remprations ot-youth paſſe over : Bur this was I ay 
hur as to ſome parricular men,who'e condirton.and con- 
verhon.was notas uſual: But generally rhe- Children of 
(uriflians 1s conceived to have beenall baptized. And 
as for St. Awgrnſtinghe doth darkly hints that from his 
Mothers Womb he had ſome Earre#t or ſ[ymbel'of Bap- 
ti'me, cr itz andyet there. conteſſeth a furthor deſire. of 
Baftiſme, which uz onhis recovery he again dclayed : 
which places, me thinks, ( with ali hnmb!c4ubmitton ) 
might diſcover unto us tome kind cf expedient to reme- 
die.our differences abour Bapri:me; and theretore 1 be- 
ſecch let none. ſtartle and by difplea'e | at we tor this 
expreſſion of my very confcience; thu » me thinks, the 
piety and wiſdom 5/ nr religious Divimes and Mi- 
niflers amongſt us, might eaſily bring abonc ſome fuch 
expedient , L confidering the right uſe of that: ancient 
Rue in the Chriſtian Church \, called Impofition. or 
laying.on Fhands, ('other names it hath-had.) which , 
no doubt among other ſacred uſes from the ,x r1mirive 
Church hath been.erer uſed intavonr of intane Baptiim , 
and the Lord hath been pieaſed often ro coniign it with 
ipecial efeRs of his grace and bielling ro that end : And 
I donot find any of the judicious Proteſtane Dis ines or 
confeſſions againtt'the right uſe of it,he among them rhat 
I find lefſe tavourable ro it,isMr, Calvin; but he mainly 
1s againſt it as a Sacrament, and the! abuſ: and corruption 
of it, a: reſtraimmg only ro the hands of Piſhops, and a feem- 
ing valuing it above Baptiſm 8c. and where he ſeems a 
litc'e-againtt it; becauſe thoſe miraclous effects) are not 
now 1een toaccompany it , as inthe Apottles and pri- 
mitive times ( with reverence to his name )1-humbly 


deſi £uor- conceive the ſame may as well be objected againlt pray- 
| ſum pertiner ing, preaching and the other O:dinances as well , there. ap- 


: pearing 


þ 
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'pearirng not now the ſame effeas with them as in mans impe= 
Troſe Br Times; bur in the mainy and what 1 drive at, poſitio, 1n/t. 


, vis, That Children firſt baptiſed, and comming to the uſe 1b. 4, cap. 


#f reaſon, ſhould come to give an account of thery faith and 19. 
—_ os be inftratted in the principal CMyiteries of T lem ergo 
( hriſtianity, wah the ſolemm.ty of Laying on of hands » and jy a unm 
Benedi.on; Mr. (alvin is lo tar from being againlt it, ,wypoſirionen; 
that he highly commends and approves of it, and wiſhes F lands, © re- 
were again reſtored to its right uſe : And in the laſt SeHtion ;#;zutum ia 
concludes with an Utinam morem retineremus quem apud pr um ſum 
veteres fuiſſe admont » and even for thole very reatons 4,-/im. Set, 
which we are aggrieved, the extreames whereof, and 4, ;4;4, 
mconvenrences on all hands, would be remedied (faich 
he ) as the care 4»d negligence of Parents would be ſtirred Hc diſci- 
awakened. More Unity, (onſent , and accord among pling paren- 
Chriſt ;ans , ney ade. to flip imto variety of 04 0pini- tum Ignavis 
ons in Religion, there being 4 conſt ant Syſkeme and Model 1;cyuey r, 
of Dottrme among them. Further to demonlirare the major in 
want of ſuch a means amongſt us, 1s needleis. To bap- popylo (hri- 
riſe Anfanfs, and*only that as a Ceremonie, as by former fi,zxo fides 
experience,ſo as not one of a hundredbapriledzl dare lay, conſenſus. 
eenerally came ever to underltand their Conditions, and Nec terpere 
the weight of their profeſſion made» &c. and I confeile youy & pe. 
a very great inconvenience this hath along with it , regrinis dog- 
but on . other ſide, ro deny Baptiſm to Infants, We maribus 3 


know not the danger of our #ncharicableneſs to them. riperentur, 
We are Antipodes, andcroſs to the prattiſe of the Church 6, jbjiq, 
in all Ages , and foment endleſt Matter of ('omention 4- 

mongſt owr ſelves, And to falve thele foul ex- 

treams , ſurely there can bee no better Expedienc 

and Mean , than ſome ſuch Thing that is tormerly 
mentioned. 


F 2 The 
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$63I$66$T368Ls 
The differences about the Lords Supper 
reconciled. 


Irt, ſome are not ſarisfied wirh. the uſual names, as 

Sac r ment, Communions Euchariſt, or the- Lords Sup- 
fer, and Breaking of Bread mult carry tt. fram: them all » 
Fconfteſie a nh proper and ancient fit name; {o it ſhould 


no: claſh & j/tle out'rhe other tarementioned reverenct 1 
n:mes out of Humour and affettation ; and ſome con- 
ceire tt ſavonrs more popiſhly than the other ; becauie 
of its alluſion ro the Communiay in one kind. among 
chem; 'bur were there no ſtrife but for.the name g,all 
would be well ; forthe perſons receiving » there 8 np. 
{mall variance; indeed ro make no difference , and to 
entertain all looſe, ſcandalous perſons, hath been a, foul 
fault ; but again toſtand over-vrecilely , and to admit 
none bur ſuch as can'give clear evidences; of- grace, » by 
. definitions, &cz anphouneties an extream.. Jn the 
Primitive times » we find, that all haprsſed , and did 
believerthe Arcicles of Chrittian faith , and had nonoto- 
rious crimes , were accompred capable of the: Sacra- 
ment. I with all could exprefle and define ſpiricual 
things ; bur that is many tunes upon a; perions audacity 
and natural faculties, and one may define faith, and want - 
| it, and anothernot be ſo well able ro define, and yer 
have it: As for the differences concerning the geſtwre ; 
ſome conceive it beſt ro ſtand (tri ro the confor- 
i mity of the firſt inſtirution; bur that ſounds not ſafe, 
bur inferrs other harſh circumſtances; as it muſt then 
be in an wpper Chamber , and mthe night time » after Sup- 


per; 


- 
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».41d 4 few Diſciples, and only Men ,- 
Fd not Wamen , oe _—_ ſuiing » noc 
as Outs; but as my poore (JdgITeRK, L could 
think . kyeel/ng , the- molt beieemmg. gelivre » 
becauſe the only geſture 'of aderarion » and moſt 
reverence, and uled generally in all ages; and 
to be againſt it » becauſe the Papilts kneel at. 
the Sacrament , were as well not to kneel at pray- 
er, becauſe they ſo doe, Buras I laid, the geitwre 
inavy kind ſhould not caule variance , ut heing not 
of the eſſence and ſwbſtaxce of the thing , which alone. 
is.of the heart and faith of the receiver ; and to con- 
form to the cuſtome of the Church and Congrega- 
rion- where one is » is Chriltian dilcretion » and 
fate. Much ic is to be wiſhed , that the ule of this 
Sacrament were more frequent among us. The Sab+ 
bath, or Lords days we. find anciencly tiled Dies pans » 
or day of breaking bread, &c. and which I will cloſe 
with: a waerthy oblervation. Poſſibly , we have rea- 
fon ta ſay, that the mars of King domes , the ani- 
woſties of Familias , '1be infinite. mulaynde of Law- 
ſuns, the perſonal batreds, and the wniverſal want 
of ( harity , which hath made the world miſerable and 


wreiched , nay in  « degree by antributgd ta the negleft 122» 


of this great ſymbol, and Inſtrument of Charity ; 
this bleſſed Sacrament of the Lords Supper. 


The other lefle principal adminiftcations uſual! Marriqget, 
( until of late among: us in Wales ) I mean, Mar- & Burials, 


riages and. Burials z &c. becaule of diſagreement a- 
bout them » I would be loath but mention them ; 
the late A& hath Rated the firit, ro whom I and 
all ſhould ſubmic ; yer with humble crave of par- 
dorr to give my poor judgement ; I doubr' not the 
wiſe makers of the A& intended no otherwiſe , bur 
God ſhould{be invoked upon ſolemnly in an A& 
of lo great moment , they were to deal with the 
civil and prudential part of Carriages, and have 
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- therein well provided,& queſtionleſly implicitly con« 


ceived the Religion and Duty to God. inthe AR; as 
where it is not expreſſed;-howlong Husband and Wife 
is co continue fairhfull, and loving,&c. (at which there 
are vulgar Cavills ) yer during life is implyed; and ic 
were to bee wiſhed ( in due time ) there were 
ſome additionall Explanations of the A& in thar 
behalf in as for Marriages and Burials, and ſome 
Sacred Res accompanying them, I finde through 
all Religions and Nations) that ever have beene , 
which I accompr from the Lawes of Nature, | Our 
Saviour gracing Marriaze with his pre'ence and firſt 
Miracle, and in which great AR, it 1s Jaid » That 
whom God hath put together » 'let no man put aſſunder, 
And therefore doubtleile his Name and ſome. So- 
lemnuies anitwerable » were to goe along, were it 
bur roſtamp an awe and Keverence upon {o weighty an 
affair ro our life, 

ze. And for Burials the like 'is tobe ſaid, - it ber 
ing agreeable rothe- uſe of all Nations (as an influx 
of Nature) and certainly thelate omiſſions ofour Mi- 
niſters hath begort hard choughrs among the common 
peoplezxthey commonly ſaying, That without f Burials 


trhat 15:ſome they are left like Dogs,&c. Sure I am, the Dire&to- 
preſence of xy, andthe manner and uſe I hear and ſee at Londox 
the Mini- and England; is to perform ſomething, asro mind us 


fer. 


of the 1mmorrality and reſurrection , ( the ſenſe 
whereof is much feared will be loſt among us inWales, 
withour ſome better courſe be taken ) what ſome of 
our Preachers alledge to the people, that there is no 
mention in- Scripture, bur only we read our Saviour 
and others were only buried, &c. I ſhall defire hum- 
bly and friendly to acquaint rhem , rhat where on- 
ly Burying and Burials are only named; yer by im- 
plication , they mult underſtand ſuch Burials were 
according to the Cultoms and Rites of ſuch Nti- 
ons, and what they had among, all Nations , and eſ- 

pecially 


(:39) 


ially the Jews, refer you to the learnedrto be.in- See Goaw, 
| way h They had their Cups of Bleſſing and Conſola- Amtiq. 255. 


t.ons, their conjugal Santtifications, and ſacred Poems, 


Andiif the Pagan and Blinder Nations wanted not ſome See Reb: 
means to.mind them of another future be »g ; how Afcdena: 
much more ſhould Chriſtians have ſome to!ernni- 74,ſ- 
ties, ( at leaſt ) to affe& the common people with the 2554+ 


ſenſe of the immartality and Reſurrettion, 


eA pathetick Concluſion to all that bear the name of 
Chriſtians, unto Love, Peace, and Unity. 


BY this time wee have perceived what ſo much. 
bindar$ our happineſle , and: the Proſperity of 
Religion among us. - That it would pleale God all 
ſer rhcir Thoughts and Endeavours, to avoid all 
means that rends to Strife and Diſſentions, and e- 
very one to pray, and (irive to have a part of that 
healing Spirfc, his Highneſſe in his p1ous Confi- 
derations commended to us;. alas ! that we could 


bur confider how Love and Unity concerns the The Humi- 
intereſt . of. Chriftiamitie in the World. There. are /iation, 24 
thole that fimply imagine ( like the Donariſts of of March 
old) that think none belong to God and are to 1654. 

be' ſaved, bur ſuch cf their own Judgement and Motive 1, 


Opinion, and thoſe confined to this narrow .part 
of the worid; doubrleſie , his Church and People 
holds ſome. proportion to- his greateſſe and immen- 
fitie, We read , That in every Nation he that fearath 
bim, and workgth righteouſneſſe , is accepted of him ; 
and the Angels ar to gather the Elett from the four 
Corners of the Earth, and before the Throne were of all 
Kimreds, and Tongues & Nations. They that naake the 
favorableit compucationfor the extent of Chriſtianity, 
and dividing th: World into 30 parts, the Chri- 
thans- part 1s as 5, the Mahometans,. 6, and Ido- 

| laters 
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laters, 19. And Exrepe atone) 'the leaſt of the 0+ 
ther four Parts can molt emirely \challenge ur» 
and of it the Turke hath his ſhare, and conlider 
what a ſhare and portion the Pope holds, the Re+ 
mainder being bur ſhare and portion of the Kefors« 
med Churches; incompariſon of which , be 1: con- 
ſidered» how little a ſhare and piece our Land and 
Nation is, and con:ider amongſt our ſelves, how 
few we doe accompr to be true Chriltians, and the 
Godly ; and I ſuppole, apon 1o rigid an Accompt 
rhe cormm will hardly amount ro make it 'our Sa- 
viours Little Flock; for the Word Flock doth im- 
port a number , which upon ſo ſevere a reckoning a- 
mong, our felves as Chriſtians , will in comparKan 
of io valt a boy, and maſſe of men , hardly come 
np to Vnites or Ones t fo as to make wp this lock, 
we mutt have that Chariry co look about into 0- 
cher Quarters and Regions of the World, And 
donbriefle > did we thus conſider the fewnefle of 
Chriſtians, even in outward profeſſion , ic ſhould 
move us to more charity one towards the other , 
how different ſomever m ſome Matters of Judge- 
ment and forms, | 

2 It would be a great Motive to Love and Uni- 
ty ,.to conſider. thar the greateſt 'ſcandall and Re- 
proach the 'Enemies 46 Chriſtian Religion harhy is 
to twitt, us with our Differences and Diſſentions; 
and*were it bur ro ſtopp their mouthes, and ro 


keep' off rhe Uifpara and diſhonour from. our 
Religion, 'we ſhould incline all'co Love and Charity 
x onr ſelves, 


3- Ir is the onely probable means ro ſer up the 
Kingdom! of 'Chrift in the Worlds" how ro advance 
in re Wortd, and by whar/Meins, I leave 0+ 
yan ro their 4refſe. © Pie" me-chinks (with all 
_—_ mexothe s-of God) 'the-Lord 

is good time will baniſh the Evil Spiris of Er- 
Y04 
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Yor; and Diſſention, that hath ſo long annoyed his 
Charch People » and breath ſuch a Spirns (© as 
that betwixt Joſeph and his brethren ) into them. For 
I-concelve it ſomewhat rational, that ſome ſuch thing 
may be, for ler us look up into the former itate of the 
Church, and we ſhall find nothing hath been more 
banefull an41 deſtructive unto it, than Dillſentions 
and Errors, and theretore Peace, Unity, and Chari- 
ty malt neceſſarily be choughr molt advantagious for 
its recovery and advancement » and this happineſs 
is molt teared ſhould beryde ir , by its greateſt e- 
nemies, as our ingenious Countryman Mr, Howel 7, 1,1,, 
obſerves, that the Turkes 1n their Leranie, pray, chat ,_ Pp. ; 
the Diſcords and Difſentions of Chrittendom may 
continue, and when ever it falls ont octherwiles there 
are among them very fatal prophefies, as in the Turk- 
iſh Hiltory you may lee. 

There are thole «that hold it neceſſary there 
ſhould be Hereſies and Divifions among us, from 
that Text, Opportet eſſe Hereſes, &C, Theſe words 
were bur occationally,to the {orimths, upon the dil- 1 Cor. 11, 
order at that time among them concerning the Lords v.19, 
Supper ; and without doubt, not meant the A- 
poltle as to the tolleration of Errors or Diviſions, 
Ler us doe what we can, Nolens Volens, fuch infe- 
licities we cannot prevent or hinder. As we com- 
monly ſay, there mult be Simms, Sickneſſe, and Evils 
in the world, not that we ſhould give way to them, 
bur rather becauſe they will needs come upon us, 
we ſhould uſe the more (are, Endeavor, and D:- 
ligence, toavoid and vrevent them. And that above 
cued place, There muſt be Hereſies, ſounds alike with 
that place. fart. 18. v.7. Ut mnſt needs be that offen- 
ces come , but woe to that May by whom the oft.nce 
Comes. : 

By the title you fee here, we may diicern how it 
concerns all who bear the name of Chrititans » to 

CG; be 


wt 


be in the tefms ofCharity, Pe ave &Untywith each othe!? 

ſome excelent men I find tht hath laid chis very mach 

In his Spe- to heartas Sir Ed:Sandies.,who(as the Epiltolar faith) 
culum Eu=> gave ſuch a blow ts Popery that ſuch another would 
Yopay0r vie makes his Tower fall about his ears , Writing at leaſt 56 
of Kel.gion paſt ; beſides thole many paſſages of itate, it containg 
nm the We- many obſervable rhings, as to our times; and all upon 
itern part of the deep ſenſe of the miteries of Chriltendom, and irs 
the world, diftration ; and what rare paſſages he propounds for 
the remedy upon thoſe 5 forts of Unities to be confi- 

dered.. 1. The Unity of ver ty. 2. The Unity of Per- 
ſwaſion, 3. The Unity of Char'ty, 4. The Hit of 

P. 1 29, eA mbority. F, The ity of Nec. ſſiry , I leave ro 
P. 201, the judicious and charicable , and reter the knowing 
Reader, and all in authority, to ponder, I cannot bur 

mention that he there charges all thar are in extremes 

and thoſc in. all parties that iiand in the termes of 

ſcrupuloſity, ſtiffneſſe, and epinionatrveneſſe , to be the 

Authors of the Church its milery, and ruine of the 

o!ory and grace of Chriſtendom; a Lift of iuch Wor- 

lu Annct.in ties we allo find ( and that moſt Proteſtants ) in the 
Caf. ' learned and charitable Grotiws ; and it woul pleaſe 
5 God to incline the worthy Miniſters and Paſtors of the 
Ard cer- Nations unto the ſtudy of Charity ( at leaſt among o- 
+4.nly no o- ther > though letle ) unto their other Notions; and 
ther greater doubrleſie rhey would find from the Lord a more 
e455 ro plentiful blefſing upon them and their labours, which 
dance the 1 will cloſe witha 1veet wiſh of an excellent man; Oh 
King dom of that onrTongues and Pens were hapily met againſt theCom* 
Chriſt. " mon Enemy of ( hriſtendom , long agoe had the Mahome- 
Ty. Hall tane CV'oon wained to nothing » *nd given way to the gle- 

Corm, rious Sun of the Goſpel. 

By this we may diicernhow much it corcerns all 

that bear the name of Chriſtians to be at peace and + 

xity-chen how much more us among our ſelves in this 

Nation. Oh that we would duly conſider, that God 

is the God of Peace,ourSaviour the Prince of Peace; his 

Gol- 
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Goſpel the Goſpel of Paace,and leaving the world, his 
oreateſt Legacy he could bequeath was Peace ; and 
that we wou'd conſider that Divine compariion of the 
Apoſtle, Though we are any Members , yet bur 
one body ; and make it our great work and bulineſle 
to have Charity with each ocher ; It 1s the very mark 
and badge our Saviour hath left, to dillinguiſh ws 
from others. By thes the oy know you are mine, if 

l, e Apoltle as not valuing 
any thing with it » bids us above all things to have fer- 
vent Charity among our ſelyes;, Andthe writings of the 
Apoſtle , though ſparing in matters of other great 
moment ; yet Charity » as being that gift of greateſt 
conſequence to Gods Church and people ( and in the 
want thereot it hath moſt, and ſill will tufter ) doth 
moſt frequently inculcate it, and the mention of t 
runs like a golden vein through all their Writings as 
intimating how much we ſhould valve and prattiſe 
jt above all Notions and Duties whatſoever, That 
we all having one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſme , 
AHMay all withone heart, and one month, glorifie God , the 
Father of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 


Deo Gloria, 


minims maximo, 


Written by the ſame Anthor for merly , The Parlia- 
ment explained to ales, 1646, 

ti rite: by the ſame Amor (but not yer publiſhed ) Yox 
Sangninis,or the wart of juſtice aga » ſb Blcod and Minr- 
ther im Wales wth the corruptions of + ries, ©, 


FINIS 


a 


Pet. 4. 8. 
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ERRAT A. 


Pfr 27-line 24+. for (ontroverſaries, read Contro- 
verſies, The (ame Page, inſtead of leave us, read 
leave them, Page. 24. inſtead of among others , read 
among themſelves, 
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